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SOLAR ENERGY ACTION COMMITTEE 

Agenda 

Date:   December 17, 2015 

Start time: 9:30AM         End time: 1:30PM 

 

Location: County of Los Angeles, Department of Public Works,  

  900 S. Fremont Ave, Alhambra, CA 91803 

  Downstairs Conference Room B  

  GoToWebinar Call in: https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/rt/7801171707912829441  

 

 
Draft SEAC Mission Statement: 
We provide information and produce recommendations to safely and efficiently aid in the transformation of 
our communities into sustainable solar energy systems.  
 
 
Main purpose of meeting:  

 To present, discuss, and agree on Draft Final Briefing Notes re AB2188 Issues 3 to 4.   
 

Agenda Items Who What 

 

1. Welcome 

 

Hector Bordas / 2 min 

 

2. Introductions All / 5 min  

3. Announcements Paula Mellon / 5 min Information 

4. Status Update Paula Mellon / 5 min Information 

5. Draft meeting summary Nov 19, 2015 Paula Mellon / 5 min Discuss/Agree 

 

6. Presenting Draft Final Briefing Notes re 

AB2188 – Issues 3 & 4 

Hector Bordas / 5 min 

Technical Group / 20 min 

All / 120 min 

Discuss/Agree 

7. Next step and action items Paula Mellon / 5 min Information/Discussion 

8. Open forum and feedback All / 10min Information/Discussion 

9. End of Year Surprize  Paula Mellon / 20 min  

10. Closing Paula Mellon / 1 min  

 
*Please note –Paula Mellon will be available for about 15 minutes at the end of the meeting for one-on-one 
time with members and guests  

https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/rt/7801171707912829441
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Solar Energy Action Committee
Meeting Summary

Meeting December 17, 2015

Agenda item # 1: Welcome
 Hector Bordas welcomed everyone to the eighth Solar Energy Action Committee

meeting.
 Hector shared that he will be making a presentation to the Board of Supervisors

regarding SEAC’s work in January in support of the Los Angeles County’s Sustainability
Council.

 Hector congratulated the Committee for their support, contributions, willingness and
dedication in building SEAC and its goals.

 Mostafa Kashe thanked Hector and Paula Mellon for their work and efforts toward SEAC
and its goals.
.

Agenda item # 2: Introductions
 SEAC members and guests introduced themselves.
 SEAC roll-call was carried out of all attendees.

Agenda item # 3: Announcements
 Paula Mellon announced that Hector and Mostafa will be leaving early at 11:30 am for a

Building and Safety Holiday luncheon.
 Paula announced that SEAC Administrative Assistant, Stephanie Yen will be departing

from the LA County and SEAC. Paula is looking for a replacement and welcomed the
members to provide any recommendations.

 Paula announced that it looks positive that the ITC will be extended for another 5 years.
The official announcement will be tomorrow.

 Paula also made mention that the CPUC proposed new rooftop solar fees on Tuesday,
December 15. Net metering is the big issue and public feedback on the fee proposals is
welcome until the middle of January 2016. The commission is poised to release its final
decision at a meeting on January 28, 2016.
 Jeff Spies elaborated on the net metering changes to backset kilowatt hours.

 Pete Jackson announced City of Bakersfield had a related PV residential fire incident
last month and has complied reports that he is willing to share with those interested. He
has also shared them via email.

 Sparky Cohen announced the formalization of his and Don Hughes single inspection
training to happen on January 21, 2016 in the city of Calabasas. There will be a morning
and afternoon session available at a low cost. He will share the details with everyone
after the meeting.

Agenda item # 4: Status update
 Paula Mellon provided a status update as follows:

 The workshop scheduled for February 2016 has been cancelled. Poor weather
conditions of an El Nino year is one major concern. It was decided that a better
medium to promote the works of SEAC would be through webinars.

 Hector and Paula have been very active in meetings with clean energy and
sustainability associations who share common goals with SEAC in order to
develop active and strong collaborative relationships.

 The ICC and CSE will be putting on a training event on January 21, 2016 and
promoting our SEAC briefing notes. The training will be presented by Sparky
Cohen and Don Hughes.
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 Hector Bordas will be leading a talk to promote SEAC’s work at the League of CA
Cities in Sacramento, to be held March 9 – 11, 2016. Details will be shared
closer to the event.

 The utility issue statements are still being addressed with the utility and installer
representatives of SEAC.

 The city of San Bernardino has postponed their Virtual Inspection online
presentation in lieu of the recent attacks. They forwarded their VI report and it
was overwhelmingly positive.

 In regards to Online solar permitting software to aid the expedited permitting
process, we will be having a presentation and demonstration on Automating
small scale PV system designs and permitting submittals using software in our
January meeting

 We will be working on the short and long term goals of SEAC for 2016 and will
present this at our January 28 meeting. Any input for consideration can be
shared with Paula.

 Briefing notes 3 and 4 will be the focus of today's meeting. We have added a few
revisions to the briefing note layout to ensure it appeals to all audiences. Better
understandability is a goal of the revisions.

 Hector Bordas provided a status update as follows:

 The logistics of the February workshop may not be tenable considering that the
LA County building may not be suited to host 300-500 people. SEAC's major
objective for now is to publish the briefing notes rather than being a training body.
 What would be best is to host webinars down the line that focus on each

of the briefing notes. They are much easier to host and manage. They
would also be recorded and accessible to the public via the web.

 (In response to Jeff Spies inquiry on how virtual inspections operate) One
example would be based around the use of a smart phone to allow an inspector
in front of a computer to view a customer's home through their contractor's
smartphone's camera. The inspector holds the inspection by directing the
contractor around the house. This allows greater flexibility by reducing travel and
waits times. Some issues that arose involved cell phone reception and
contractors' ability to operate their phones proficiently.

 Mostafa Kashe provided a status update as follows:

 We have been holding multiple meetings and conference calls since the last
SEAC meeting regarding the items we sent out to all the manufacturers and test
labs. Between the County, ETL, TUV, and UL. We are waiting for each test lab to
respond to each item individually.

 All the items of UL 2703 should be resolved by next meeting.

 Pete Jackson provided a status update as follows:
 Regarding UL 2703 or any other standard, it is critical that ideas and suggestions

are submitted. They will be discussed and voted on by the panel.

Agenda item # 5: Draft meeting summary November 19, 2015
 Motion to approve the Draft Meeting Summary of November 19, 2015 was approved.

Agenda item # 6: Presenting Draft Final Briefing Notes re AB2188 – Issues 3 & 4



3 | P a g e S E A C M S 8 / 2 0 1 5 1 2 - v 1

 Hector overviewed the new additions to the briefing notes and presented the draft final
briefing note issue # 3 for discussion.

 Each section of the briefing note was edited and revised in numerical order by the
committee as a whole.

 Live edit revisions were captured by Paula Mellon.
 Mostafa raised concerns that installers aren't being properly considered in the verbiage

of the briefing notes. He will email Paula at a later time with revisions that will
accommodate those shortcomings.

 It was unanimously agreed that a reference link to SB 1222 be added to the additional
resource section of Issue # 3

 The inclusion of HOA in the additional resource section was an issue of contention. It
was ultimately decided to be excluded for now, but it may be revisited in the next
meeting.

 Paula presented the draft final briefing note issue # 4 for discussion.
 Each section of the briefing note was edited and revised in numerical order by the

committee as a whole.
 Many raised concerns regarding the training and credentials legally required for solar

installation.
 It was agreed that there is an overabundance of information and training available which

may or may not be of adequate quality. This provides great challenges when making
recommendations regarding self-educating oneself in PV-systems

 It was agreed that the Recommendations Section of Issue 4 be split up into two sections;
Resources that can be utilized now and resources that will be developed in the future.

 Due to time constraints, the committee decided to resume editing Issue 4 in January's
SEAC meeting on January 28, 2016.

Agenda item # 7: Next Step and Action Items
 Due to time constraints, Agenda Item 7 will be discussed at January’s meeting.

Agenda item # 8: Open Forum and Feedback
 Due to time constraints, Agenda Item 8 will be discussed at January’s meeting.

Agenda item # 9: End of the Year Surprize
 Paula presented plaques of appreciation to present members of SEAC.

Agenda item #10: Closing
 Thank you to everyone for attending both in presence and online.
 A special thank you to the members of SEAC for their contributions, support, and

dedication. We look forward to continue working with you in the New Year.
 Meeting was adjourned.

Action Items

1. Paula Mellon: share edits of Draft Final Briefing Note Issue # 3 from today’s meeting

with everyone over the next week.

2. Technical Group: revisit Draft Final Briefing Note Issue # 4 taking into account

today’s considerations, prepare the DFBN # 4 for our next January meeting.

3. Working Groups: continue to work on UL2703 issues 5 to 8 in January 2016.

4. Utilities & Installers: continue to clearly write the issue statements and background

regarding Utilities - next issues to tackle, for presentation in January 2016.
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5. Paula Mellon: share City of San Bernardino’s Virtual Inspection online presentation

details with everyone once we receive confirmation.

6. Stephanie Yen: working to setup a SEAC YouTube Channel in order to share

meeting recordings and as a marketing tool.

7. Stephanie Yen: working on having the new SEAC website ready in its new platform

in the next few weeks.

8. Paula Mellon/Stephanie Yen: prepare issue 1, 2 and 3 for publishing on SEAC

website.

9. Paula Mellon/Stephanie Yen: send out draft meeting summary December 17, 2015

within next week.

10. Paula Mellon/Hector Bordas: send out SEAC goals for 2016 in early January 2016.

11. Paula Mellon: send out draft agenda two weeks prior to next meeting, January 14,

2016.

12. Paula Mellon: send out final agenda one week prior to next meeting, January 21,

2016.


