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Heating up the Solar Market

When President Jimmy Carter dedicated 32 solar panels on the roof of the White House in 1979, solar power
seemed destined to become the “green” solution to the country’s ever-increasing need for energy.

“A generation from now,” he said, “this solar heater can either be a curiosity, a museum piece, an example of a road
not taken or it can be just a small part of one of the greatest and most exciting adventures ever undertaken by the
American people.”

Today, despite the high-profile support of solar from many sectors, the industry has not kept pace with the
expectations of 37 years ago.

To increase the viability of the solar power option, Governor
Jerry Brown recently signed two landmark bills: AB 2188 and SB
350.

AB 2188 established a streamlined permitting and inspection
process for residential solar installations, while SB350 put
California on a goal of 50% renewable energy sources by 2030.

Anticipating the game-changing impact of this new legislation,
Mostafa Kashe—a senior electrical engineer for LA County
Public Works—saw a unique opportunity for collaboration
among solar industry manufacturers, contractors, utilities,
testing laboratories, system installers and local jurisdictions.

Renewable Energy pros in #LACounty are working together to retool the solar industry.
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“We noted a tremendous amount of potential in the new laws, but it was not being reflected in the field,” Kashe said.
“We needed to move quickly to get government and industry on the same page.”

In early 2015, Public Works organized a training event on the new solar guidelines as part of its Center of
Excellence Series. It was the first time many of the region’s solar professionals had been in the same room. Thus,
the event became a springboard for reform.

“Based on the feedback from attendees, we recognized that there was an urgent need for more effective
communications,” said Hector Bordas, LA County’s chief building and safety inspector. “This led to the creation of the
Solar Energy Action Committee  (SEAC).”

When it became clear that SEAC members had more in common than what set them apart, a consensus soon
emerged and the finger wagging turned to handshakes.

Craig J. Carni, president and founder of IronRidge, said the opportunity to work collaboratively with other solar
professionals was unprecedented.

“In the 20 years that I have been in the solar industry, I have never seen the level of collaboration, cooperation and,
most importantly, unfiltered communication between industry stakeholders, as we have in SEAC,” Carni said.
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In addition to regular meetings and technical working groups, SEAC hosts a series of free webinars that explore
industry best practices. The next offering, on Wednesday, March 2, will cover single inspection guidelines for small
residential rooftop solar energy systems. Visit the SEAC website or click here to register for the webinar.
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