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SEAC  
Agenda 

 
Date:   June 15, 2017 

Start time: 9:30AM         End time: 2:30PM 

Location: CSE, 9325 Sky Park Ct. Suite 100,  

San Diego, CA 92123 (Discovery Room)  

  Zoom Webinar Call in: https://zoom.us/webinar/register/2b2fd6ef29f1786d7c24e00bf0acd2b8 

 
Chair – John Taecker obo Steve Jones 

Co-Facilitator – Paula Mellon   

 
Main purpose of meeting:  

 To present updates on all Task Group activities 
 To discuss SEAC next steps  
 

Agenda Items Who What 

1. Welcome John Taecker / 5 mins  

2. Introductions All / 10 min  

3. Announcements John Taecker / 5 mins 

All / 5 min 

Information 

4. Report on DOE OE ESS Safety Roadmap David Conover / 10 min 

All / 15 min 

Information/Discussion 

5. Updates on: 

 Storage Battery / Energy Storage System 

        Task Group Work                   

- Storage Battery System Plan Check Checklist  

  & Storage Battery Corrections List 

- Storage Battery Inspection Guideline  

- ESS FAQ Information Bulletin 

 NEC Task Group Work 

 Rapid Shutdown Task Group Work 

 

 

 

 

Mostafa Kashe / 10 min 

 

Charles Picard / 10 min 

John Taecker / 10 min 

John Taecker / 10 min 

Charles Picard / 10 min 

All / 60 min 

Information/Discussion 

6. SEAC next steps John & Paula / 10 min 

All / 20 min 

Information/Discussion 

7. Next step and action items Paula Mellon / 10 min Information/Discussion 

8. Open forum and feedback All / 10 min Information/Discussion 

9. Closing  John Taecker / 5 min  
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Sustainable Energy Action Committee (SEAC) 

Meeting Summary  
Meeting June 15, 2017 

 
Agenda item # 1: Welcome 

 John Taecker welcomed everyone to the SEAC meeting. John is chairing the meeting on behalf 
of Steve Jones who is away on vacation.  

 
Agenda item # 2: Introductions  

 John Taecker opened the floor to introductions. 
 Everyone present and online introduced themselves.  

 
Agenda item # 3: Announcements   

 No announcements were made.   
 
Agenda item # 4: Report on DOE OE ESS (Department of Energy, Office of Electricity, Energy 
Storage Systems) Safety Roadmap    

 Dave Conover of Pacific Northwest National Laboratory (PNNL) provided an overview on the 
report. Key points raised were as follows: 

 
 The ESS Safety Roadmap went back about three years ago. Originally started with performance 

of ESS in 2012 with one hundred-plus (100-plus) stakeholders.  
 At a workshop in 2014, larger issue was safety and identifying gaps in research and 

development and how to effectively memorialize them in codes and standards.  
 Latest May 2017 Roadmap is to reboot and enhance the activities through collective 

collaboration of all interested and affected parties, with a common vision on research to get 
safety questions answered, take the results and apply them to codes and standards work. 

 On the codes and standards side they have an ESS Safety Working Group that is working on 
proposed changes to code that is covered in the ESS Safety Roadmap CS Report May 2017 
document. The intention of the document is to let folks know who is doing what, what is going on 
and what is happening for National processes. 

 They will be launching a new website on this collaboration and will release a gap in safety arena 
testing. Dave will share these details with Paula to share with the group.  

 A question was asked about fire testing. Dave explained that the purpose is to provide 
guidelines on running full scale fire testing so there are standard protocols.  

Agenda item # 5: Updates on all Task Group Work on: 
Storage Battery / Energy Storage Systems (ESS) Task Group Work 

 The ESS Task Group Leads provided an update on the scope of their task group work as 
follows: 

 

 Alan Fields (Custodian of the Corrections List and Plan Check Checklist google docs) 
commented that the group is basically done with the ‘Storage battery correction list for 
electrical plan check’ document, aside from the rapid shutdown debate.  

 Another task group call will be held on June 21st to discuss rapid shutdown requirements for 
storage battery to decide overall what SEAC will be comfortable with as far as putting rapid 
shutdown requirements into the document.  

 The group hopes to conclude the rapid shutdown discussion on June 21st and move forward 
to finalize the document to present for consensus at next SEAC in-person meeting on 
August 17, 2017.  
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 Charles Picard (Custodian of the Storage Battery Inspection Guideline google doc) 
commented that the document is close to finished. Waiting on other docs to be finalized so 
they can correlate their task group work with the other task group documents. 

 

 John Taecker (Task Group Chair/Lead) for the ESS FAQ Information Bulletin Task Group 
commented that his task group met this week.  

 Item # 13 was included to correlate with the ‘Storage battery correction list for electrical plan 
check’ task group document relating to the rapid shutdown discussion.  

 Other items highlighted in the document are areas we are still working on.  

 

 NEC Task Group Lead provided an update on the scope of their task group work as follows: 
 John Taecker (Task Group Chair/Lead) commented that his task group had met yesterday 

and had identified six sub projects as outlined in the ‘Basic outline for NEC Task Work’ 
google doc. The group has focused on: 

 # 1 White paper on applying the NEC requirements relevant to PV and ESS – more of a 
philosophical discussion at this stage. 

 # 2 White paper on CBSC IB 16-02 – document was completed and has been published to 
the SEAC website under ‘our work’.  

 # 3 Develop proposals for the 2020 NEC – realized that there are multiple other groups 
doing similar work so the suggestion was that we act more as a facilitation and if we see 
something we feel needs to be done, we make these other groups aware of these items. The 
other thought was to have SEAC members to bring forward any proposals that have already 
been submitted by others for consideration as SEAC proposals to show support.  

 And the last item to bring up is # 4 Current California Intervening Code Cycle – for those that 
might not know, when the state adopts the code and in the intervening time before the next 
code is adopted, the State Fire Marshall can bring forward articles in current codes. See the 
link that we have provided in this google doc 
http://www.bsc.ca.gov/Rulemaking/adoptcycle/2016InterveningCodeAdoptionCycle.aspx 
which provides all details in the proposals, the timeline and when they meet.  

 The next task group meeting will be on July 20, 2017. Paula will send out invite and the 
objective and goal for our July 20th call and goal for our August 17th in-person meeting.  

 

 Rapid shutdown Task Group Lead provided an update on the scope of their task group work as 
follows: 
 Charles Picard (Task Group Chair/Lead) commented that the google document has been 

widely circulated.  
 Focus of the group work is related to the adoption of the 2016 CEC where there seems to be 

a bit of a knowledge gap on how best to apply rapid shutdown requirements in the State – 
specifically where new PV installations were being installed alongside existing PV 
installations and how to navigate how to notify first responders of these two systems.  

 Some AHJ’s are leaning on the 2017 code language of indicating where the rapid shutdown 
is on the site and providing a bird’s eye view of the array systems through the use of 
labeling.  

 One of the outcomes of this task group is how to standardize the labels.  
 A question was asked ‘If they have looked at the location of where the switch needs to be?’ 

Charles answered that the 2014 code is very vague on this. Look at how to interpret concept 
of where is ‘readily accessible’ i.e. could be not on a roof. The code is clear on label – ‘need 
a placard label and directory’. Location is clarified in 2017 but there are still several layers to 
this. A suggestion to the group was to: Consider providing Rapid Shutdown protocol 
guidelines on identifications to put this into perspective and provide links for better 
clarification. Paula added this into the google doc.  

 It was agreed that Paula send out a doodle poll to reconvene the group for a call the week 
after InterSolar i.e. July 17 to 21, 2017. 
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 John reminded everyone to visit the SEAC website at www.seacgroup.org and check the 
‘events’ page link to see when task groups are meeting. Details to all meetings are constantly 
updated to the website.  
 

Agenda Item # 6: SEAC Next steps   
 John Taecker opened the discussion following on from SEAC’s May meeting announcement 

from the CSE.  
 Majority agreed that there is a definite benefit and value to SEAC and comments were made 

that SEAC has already gained Statewide recognition and credibility for the balanced solutions it 
is providing to the State. 

 John asked the group to please email Steve Jones within the next week who want to volunteer 
to be part of the small group to discuss the future of SEAC. 

 A comment was made that given the fact that SEAC has gone on life support twice in the last 
nine months, the top criteria and crucial aspect of SEAC is having stability over a decent 
timeline.   

 Another comment and discussion was for SEAC to continue to look at Zero Net Energy, to keep 
this discussion open and aim to get to sustainability issues in SEAC 3.0  

Agenda Item # 7: Next Steps and Action Items 
 Group to email Steve Jones on ideas about the future of SEAC. Steve will report back to group 

at July 20 meeting. 
 Group to visit events on the SEAC website to review any task group work they are interested in 

joining.  
 Task Group work will continue. Goals and objectives of groups will be shared out before next 

meeting.  
 Next meeting will be an online report-out meeting on July 20, 2017. 

 

Agenda Item # 8: Open forum and feedback 
 Paula opened the floor to Mark Rodriguez to talk about a new product.  
 Mark introduced Randy Hughes who presented a demonstration of the new B3 Breaker – a 

busbar bypass breaker. Compatibility list for the B3: http://www.qfe002.com/b3-bypass-
panelboard-compatibility-list/ Paula will share Randy’s contact details with the group with the 
distribution of the draft meeting summary.  

 The floor was opened to other feedback.  
 A committee report from the ICC San Diego Code Interpretation re: 690.14. on rooftop 

disconnects was sent to Paula who will share this out to the group.  
   

Action Items 
 

1. Dave Conover/Paula Mellon: Dave Conover of PNNL to share new SANDIA website details 
for Paula to share out with group when the website is live.  

2. Paula Mellon: To share the two ESS Safety Roadmap documents together with the draft 
meeting summary email that gets distributed.  

3. ESS Task Group Leads / Paula Mellon: To continue task group work with the aim to present 
final documents for consensus at SEAC’s August in-person meeting.  

4. Paula Mellon:  To send out invites to NEC Task Group meeting for July 20, 2017 along with 
objective and goals for SEAC August in-person meeting.  

5. Paula Mellon:  To send out doodle poll for next Rapid Shutdown Task Group meeting for 
week July 17 to 21, 2017. 
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6. Paula Mellon: To share out Randy of B3 Breaker’s contact details with the group with the 
distribution of the draft meeting summary.  

7. All: To email Steve Jones within the next week who want to volunteer to be part of the small 
group to discuss the future of SEAC. 

8. Paula Mellon: To share out report of the ICC San Diego Code Interpretation re: 690.14. on 
rooftop disconnects with the group within the next week.  

9. Paula Mellon: send out draft meeting summary of the June 15, 2017 meeting within the next 
week.  

10. Paula Mellon: To finalize meeting summary by June 28, 2017 and upload meeting summary 
and meeting recording to the SEAC website and SEAC You Tube on June 30, 2017. 

11. Paula Mellon: send out draft agenda for July 20th meeting by July 6, 2017. 
12. Paula Mellon: send out online report-out meeting invitation, final agenda and board packs by 

July 13, 2017. 

Agenda Item # 9: Closing 
 Meeting was adjourned 


